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% But follow after faith, 1 I im. vi. iz. Without 
faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. 
Contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered to 
the ſaints, Jude iii. Believe in the Lord your God, 


| ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſned; believe his prophets, ſo 
| ſhall ye proſper, 2 Chron. xx. 20. Hold the myſtery 


of faith in a pure conſcence,” 1 Tim, iii. 9. 
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40 * Examine yourſelves whether ye be i in the faith,” 5 


Se the Holy Ghoſt had not known, 


X and forefeen how ſome would have 
FAX made miſtakes, through the ſubtle 


1 Bi & working of ſatan, and the weak - 
Kr N nels of their own hearts, in the 


N IE. matter of faith, there would have 


been no need of this exhortation : 
And if I was not convinced that many, even now, 
| ſuppoſe they believe, who are far from it, I would 


not have choſen this ſubject; but as this is the caſe 


now in Chriſtendom, that many err concerning 
faith, and deceive themſelves, . crying peace when 


there is no peace, I ſhail ſpeak briefly of the true 


fcriptural doctrine of faiths and of the benefits 
which we receive thereby; and then pray you, in 
the apoſtle's manner, to ſearch yourſelves, and exa- 


mine your hearts, if ye have faith; or, be of that 
number, who concerning faith are reprobate. 


Now ye know how trifling a matter almoſt al! 


men make of faith; and hence it is that ſo many 
fooliſhly aſk, Why, have not we all faith in 


Chriſt ? Have not we been baptized, learned the _ 


catechiſm and the creed, and do not we all confeſs 
the b:ble to be the word of God ? would you have us 
think ourſelves heathens and infidels? I thank God, 


(fays one) [ have believed from my cradle ; another 
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has been a believer ever ſince he could underſtand, 
&ec, &c. All this proves they know little about the 
matter, but would make me queſtion if they knew 
at all what that precious thing means. I do not 
think it would be proper to ſay directly to all ſorts 
of people, Yow do not believe, you have not faith, 
becauſe our Saviour's method is beſt : ©* Believeſt 
thou on the Son of God?” And yet this way of deal- 
ing with fome would make them angry; and would 


_ -gppear juft as impertinent to many who name Je- 
ſus Chriſt's name, as if one ſhould afk, Have you 


got eyes ? Do you fee? but however this may ſeem, 


it is a neceſſary queſtion; and I wiſh all who hear 


me to-day, would aſk their own hearts, and ex- 


amine themſelves, Am I in the faith? Do I be- 


lieve? Happy is that man who can ſay, with the 
poor man in the goſpel, Lord, I believe, help my 


_unbelief !'” 


The common deſcription and definition of 
faith in Chriſt, is the conſent and aſſent to the 


truth and veracity of the ſcriptures; and if this 


was a true” account, then our Saviour need not to 


have ſcrupled if he ſhould find faith upon earth 
at his ſecond coming z- nor the apoſtles to have 
given ſuch a charge concerning keeping the faith: 
for all who call themſelves chriſtians are believers, 


and their number is many millions in the world: 
But bear with me, and let me tell you, as a ſer- 


vant of Jeſus Chriſt, and as your ſervant for 
Chriſt's ſake, ſuch a notion is dangerous, and 


againſt the mind of all the ſcriptures, and the 


Apoſtle of our profeſſion in particular, who has 
ſpoken fo honourably of faith, and made ſure all 


his promiſes to them that believe. Luther had 
faid, Faith is a divine work, wrought in the 


heart by the Holy Ghoſt:“ And a greater than Lu- 


1 


ther, ſaid, * Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped 
for; the evidence, or, as ſome tranſlate it, the wit- 


_ Heſs, the perſuaſion and aſſyrance of things unſeen, 
Faith is a divine teftimony and evidence in our 
| hearts, whereby God aſſures us, that hej who is, 
and was, and is to come, was once a man for our 
fakes, and has died for us on the croſs, and took 


all our fin and curſe upon himſelf, and has loved 


us with everlaſting love; has healed us by his 


ſtripes, has wafhed us in his blood, juſtified ang 
ſealed us to the day of redemption; and this we 


believe and know, this we have learned of the Fa- 
ther; this no man can teach his brother, nor any 


woman her neighbour; but this all muſt learn of 


God, as it is written in Iſaiah, All thy children 


fhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be the 
peace of thy children, Ifaiah liv. 13, This all 
men have not, but all who aſk it have it; all who 


ſeek it ſhall find it, and none have need to periſh 


for lack of it, but apply to him who reveals his 
wiſdom to the babes, and he ſhall not apply in 
| vain ; but all muſt have it, or fall through unbe- 
lief; for without faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 


To be ſhort, As ſure as one believes that there is 
ſuch a country as America, 3 has not 
been there; or ſuch a mountain as Teneriff, though 


we have not ſeen it; or ſuch a thing as ſea, 


though we Have not been near it; ſo verily can a 


man believe the promſes of God, concerning Je- 
ſus Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, which are given 
and read to us, only with this difference, that of 
the former things, a man may be firmly perſuade 
ed, and venture all that he has in this world up- 


on the truth of it, and yet get nothing by it; but 


no man can believe the latter, without enjoying, 
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at the fame time, the very bleſſi ings and ſubſtance 
of what he believes, becauſe ** faith is the ſubſtance 
of things hoped for; ani it is done to us in the 
moment we believe according to our faith; we can 
thenceforward ſay, „I believe and know thou art 
the Chriſt, the Saviour of the world: I belieye 
thou haſt Javed me, and piven thyſelf for me Bleſ- | 


N ſed are they that are of faith,” Gal. iii. 9 


It is moſt certain, that a believer ſhall be ſa- 
ved, as it is written, If thou believeſt in thy heart 
on the Lord Jeſus, thou ſhalt be ſaved,” Rom. X. 9. 
Our Saviour ſays the ſame in his laſt words, = He 
that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved,” 


Mark xvi. 16. and St. Paul and Silas ſaid to the 5 


Jailor at Phillippi, „Believe on the Lord Jeſus, and 
thou ſhalt be ſaved,” Acts xvi. 31. But who can 
think all who profeſs chriſtianity will be ſaved ? or 
hope, all who are called by his name ſhall eſcape 
judgment, let them live wicked as they will, when 
our Saviour has ſo plainly ſaid, that in the laſt day, 

„Many ſhall come to him, and ſay, Lord, Lord, 
we have been called by thy name, we have eat and | 
drank in thy preſence, &c. to whom he ſhall ſay, 
Depart from me, I never knew you,” Matt. vii. 22. 

Now one of theſe two propoſitions are true; 
either but few have faith, or ſuch as have faith 
can be loſt. The Holy Ghoſt contradicts the lat- 
ter throughout all the bible; ſhall we oppoſe him? 
God forbid | “ Let God be true, and every man a 
| liar.” No wicked man has faith. No drunkard, 
or unclean perſon; no whoremonger, or adulterer, 


or ſwearer, or railer, or perſecutor, or friend of 


this world, is a believer, He is dead to God 


while he lives, and his carnal dead conſenting 


to the ſcriptures will profit him nothing : He is 
without faith, and no true chriſtian, He that 
2 helie ves, obtained his faith from the Holy Spirit, 
| | and 


8 . - 
and is taught of God; and he who knows it, and 
has that underſtanding, which St, John mentions 
in the fifth chapter of his epiſtte, arid at the 2oth 
verſe, ** Whereby we know him that is true, and are 
in him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
and this is eternal life,” But why need we many 
words? hear ye the words of the Lord: “ He that 
| believeth ſhall not periſh, but have eternal life,” 
John iii 15, © Whoſoever believeth on him is born 
1 _ of God,” , Johnv. 1. ** ile that believeth hath the 
witneſs in himſelt,“ x John v. 10. © To them gave 
be power to become the {ons of God, even to as many 
| as believe on his name,” John i. 12. Whoſoever 
believeth ſhall receive remiſſion of his fins,” & cts x. 
43. But the time would fail me to bring together 
all the proofs of this doctrine, which are to be met 
With in the holy ſcriptures, for then | muſt bring 
the whole bible; for tnerefore was all © written 
that you might believe on the name of the Son 
| of God, and have eternal lite through his name,“ 
1 Johi: v. 13. John xx. 31. By a! theſe ſcriptures 
ou may ealily try if you have faith. Enter then 
into thy cloſet, and ſhut the door after thee: Hold 
an aflize in thine own breaft, and judge thyſelf, 
that thou mayeſt not be judged of the Lord; ex- 
amine thyſelf if thou art in the faith; aſk thy heart, 
Have I eternal life? ml born of God? Are my 
fins remit ed? Am I a child of God? Elfe what 
good does my dead faith do? What benefit have T 
5 the death and blood of Jeſus ? Or what are his 
| ſufferings and wounds to me, if I am not healed 
and helped thereby? Nor let ſuch thoughts riſe in 
thy heart, as if none could now be thus bleſſed, or 
have the ſame faith, which once the diſciples and 
martyrs had; for there is but one faith, and ex- 
R e F cept 
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Do thyſelf no harm;“ but be jealous about your 
eſtate, and examine whether you are in the fa 
Awake out of your ſlumbering condition; nor be 


„ 


cept thou haſt that one faith, thou canſt not be a- 


ved; nor reaſon ſophiſtically, as if it was poſſible 
to have true faith, eternal life, and pardon of fins, 
and thou not know it, for it is anti-ſcriptural. All 


his people know him, from the leaſt to the great- 


eſt. His ſheep know him; and, therefore, ſays St. 


John, I have written to you, that ye may know 


| that you have eternal life; and thus in the text, 
St. Paul ſhews you how to find out, if you have 


faith or not. What | he ſays, * Know ye not that 
Jeſus Chriſt is in you?“ Be honeſt and ppright; do 


not deſire to quiet your conſciences, or cry to your 


Hearts, as, in another ſenſe, Paul cried to the jailor, | 
ith, 


content till you can ſay, I believe ! I believe eſus 


loved me, and died for me, With this faith begins 
eternal life and all happineſs. It is this that juſ- 


tifies and brings peace to the heart : It is to this the 


Holy Ghoſt bears witneſs that we are the children 
of God; and where this faith is in the heart, there 


the ſouls overcome the world, are delivered from 
fin, are waſhed and ſaved from the dread of death, 
through which all their life-time they were ſubject 
to bondage, and ſet above the fear of hell and ſatan, 
as if both were aboliſhed for ever: But where this 
true and living faith is not, there ſatan and fin 


xeign; there the ſoul is in continual terror, and has a 


fort of conſtant fearful looking for judgment and 


fiery indignation: and well it may be ſo, for no 


creature is ſafe without it. The moſt ſelf-righteous 
and ſeemingly holy; and eyen the ſincere man, 


who ſeeks to make himſelf good and juſt, is, after 
all, but almoſt perſuaded to be a chriſtian, He 


Kill is uneaſy and reſtleſs, becauſe yet he lacks one 
CG peas 


[ 6.3 


things. one thing i is {till needful ; it is ; faith i in the 


| blood of Jeſus Chriſt ! 


How ſome people can bee the fears of 
death and eternity, with real and inward chriſ- 
tianity, or the ſecret doubtings, and falling into 


deſponding thoughts about their intereſt in Jeſus, 
with faith, that I do not underſtand. Can one 
who believes his name is in the book of life, 


be afraid to die? Or can one who believes 


| Jeſus, the Lamb of God, has taken away his 


ſins, ſhudder at the approach of eternity? O it is 
not likely. Does the child tremble becauſe his 
ſchool is done, that he may go home to his dear 


parents, whole only fon he is? or does the poor 


ſhip-wrecked mariner ſhudder to ſee the day break, 
and find himſelt juſt a ſhore ? Or does the avs 


lament to be ranſomed and freed, or the poor pri- 


ſoner weep and grieve to have his priſon-door 


opened, and his chains knocked off, becauſe his 


king has pardoned him ? Ye know, my brethren, 
it is contrary to nature, But juſt as the way- 


faring man rejoice> to ſee the end of his journey, 


or the labourer, who has toiled hard all day, 1s 
glad to reft ; ſo a believer rejoices, when his chil- 
ling limbs forboi'e his departure, or his faulterin 


eyes pretage his haſtening enn. As be believes, 
ſo he expects to meet the Lamb, his Saviour, in 


peace, and ſo he ſhall find it, and not be diſap- 
pointed. Vea, the believer, when he but thinks 


on the happy moment when he {hall depart and 


flee away, has his heart leap for joy, and he 


| haſtens on with expectations and longings, which 
cannot be uttered for that time of grace : And 
whence comes this? Becauſe he believes; bzcauſe 

he has that faith once delivered to the ſaints. © 


He has that only dependance on God his Saviour, 


which 3 


« 
4 
* 
! 
: 
{ 
t 


4 
K 
| 


1% 


which the former children of God had, and by 


which the confeſſors and witneſſes of Chrift, in 
all ages, fo gladly yielded to all ſufferings, and 


even to Jay down their lives. But the greateſt 


heroes in chriftianity were weak, and like other 
men, till by faith they waxed valiant in their 
fizht, and obtained the witneſs that they pleaſed 


God! Then life was Chriſt, and death was gain. 
Examine thyſelf now then, and fee if thou haſt. 


fai h. Doſt thou believe in Jeſus that he is thy 


Saviour? Does thy heart bound and dance in thee 


to anſwor, le, { believe? | believe he is my Lord, 

my Kock, and my tron» Salvation, How would 
it be with ther, ſhould now the ſun, that ruled this 
day, be darken'd, and the moon and ſtars with- 
dra their ſhining ? Suppoſe that now one ſhould 
ſurprize thee, by telling thee, He is coming on the 
clouds of heaven, with all nis angels; the fea and 


its waves are roaring, and the mountains and hills 


removing, and heaven and earth flecing before the 


Son of man, how would it ſound to thee ? would 


thy heart b glad? Shouldeſt thou like to feel the 
earth trembling underneath, and ſee yonder blue 
ſky hiled with myriads of bleſſed ſpirits, and hear 


all the angels nailing down the God whoſe veſture 


is d,pped in bloo!, with all their harps and trum— 
pets founding before him, and hear louder and louder 
the voice of the archangel, and the trump of d, 


Ariſe, and come to judgment | Put the caſe near to 
| thee ; for that day ſhall ſurely come, and thive eyes 

| ſhall fee the Son of the molt High vod deſcending, 
to divide between the ſheep and the goats; and 

doſt thou believe that thou ſhouldeſt meet bim 


with joy? Can thy foul think on it with plea- 
ſure ? Canſt thou ſay, Yes, Lord Jelus, I long for 
F *. 1 . Tous 


once to Adam, 


i 
thee: 0 come quickly! Then happy thou, a; 
bleſſed be the day when thou waſt born; for {0 

ſurely as thou truſteth in him, ſo ſurely as thou 

believeſt in Jeſus, ſo ſurely ſhall he confeſs thee in 
that day, and thou ſhalt enter with him into the 
bride chamber, and be ever with him. 

But examine thyſelf: How cameſt thou by this 

faith? How was it when thou beli-veſt? Methinks 

J hear thee ſay, O! I was once, like others, dead 

While I lived, I loved pleafure, was fond of the 

world, and- contented myſelf with the form of 

godlineſs, till the Lord called to me, as he did 

Where art thou!“ till he ſtopped 

me in the height of my fins (as he did Balaam, with 

his tword in his hand) and made my heart hear 

him ſay, ** Why perſecuteſt thou me:? Then did 1 
awake, and my whole life and all my ſins became 

a burden intolerable, and more than I could bear; 
I was afraid I ſhould never be ſaved, A ſenſe of 
my guilt was ever before me, and my heart fail- 


ed within me, I attempted to make vows and 
reſolutions of amendment ; 


; and, if poſſible, would 
have made . myſelf righteous! but, O! I ſaid, 
all my righteouſneſs was filthy rags; fin re- 
vived, and I died; I was ready to periſh ; [ felt 
my heart like a Rone ; ; my hypocriſy, and ſhame, 
and ſins, became abominable in my eyes, ſo that 
I was quite miſerable, and felt how well I deſerved 
hell. I knew my infidelity; I knew I did not, I 
could not believe on the Son of God ; I wanted 
faith in him, and wiſhed to know he loved me: 
But then did the Holy Ghoſt direct me to him, 
ſhewed me my bleeding High-Prieſt; led me to the 


living fountain of his blood, and mede me feel 
that the leaſt drop could waſh me whiter than 
tnow. 0 how did I languiſh and thirſt for his 
5 | | 3 op 


blood 


| 

F 
K 
ty 
| 

1 
1 


. 


blood | How did 1 Goh for his wounds, and in 


to be ſaved. I believed he could ſave me, and 
none beſide: and now I was drawn to him; now 
came the day much to be remembered, the time 
of grace; I called upon the Redeemer, and my 
conſtant thought was, © Have mercy upon me! 
Have mercy upon me” | I held him with an unſpeak- 
able longing for grace ; and then did he ſmile, 
and I received faith in his name ; then did he 
whiſper, ** Thy fins are forgiven.” I believed he 
loved me, and ſhed his blood for me; I believed, 
and felt my fins were done away, and my iniquity 
purged; all was new in a moment; I had eternal 


life, I was born of God, and God's Spirit bore 


witneſs with my ſpirit, that I was a child of God. 
J hd the witneſs in myſelf, and was ſure the 


promiſes of God were true, I believed, and _ 


knew, that I was my Beloved's, and my Beloved 
was mine. 

This, this is the language of a faithful ſoul 2 
this is the natural way in which an enamoured 
chriſtian expreſſes the manner of his believing in 
Jeſus, He knows he was once blind ; he knows 
he was once in unbelief, till the Comforter came, 


whoſe firſt work and office is to convince of 


fin, becauſe they believe not in Chriſt; and 


then, ſecondly, he convinces of righteouſneſs, 
namely, the righteouſneſs of the Lord our God, 


the righteouſneſs of the ſecond Adam, which righ- 


teouſneſs is made ours by faith, and juſtifies alt_ 


who believe in Jeſus from all things, trom which 


jt is impoſſible to be juſtified by the law, or works, ” 


or any thing elſe, _ 
I know this doctrine ſounds ſtrange aa un 


couth to many ears, eſpecially to ſuch as have 
never  queltioned their faith or belief in our Sa- 


viou 3 
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viour. But, as I ſaid before, whenever men think 
I have always believed, it is a manifeſt argument 


they have not believed to this day, Wonder not, 
then, if ſuch condemn this doctrine, or deſpiſe it 


nor be difcouraged if thou art perſecuted and lan 


dered for contending for this faith. If you ſhould 


get ſuch people to confeſs this, and no other is the 


true faith of God's elect, they would ſeem them- 
ſelves ſtripped of their chriſtianity in a moment, 
and could ſay, as once Labah did to Jacob, Thou 
| haſt taken away my gods, and what have I got 


more?” It is therefore ſo hard to convince ſuch 


that they believe not, that it needs the Holy Ghoſt, 
and none elſe can do it. It is againſt the pride of 


our nature to ſuffer ones-ſelf to be accounted an In- 


fidel, or an unbeliever ; and yet, like it or not, all 


. are ſuch who have not eternal life, forgiveneſs of 
| fin, and the inward witneſs in their hearts, that Je- 


ſus Chriſt our Saviour loves them, 


W hoſoever then here examines himſelf, and "2 wy 
Ig is not in the faith, let him, with: tears and 
ſhame, confeſs it befans our Saviour, and refolve 


not to be ſatisfied till they have it, Cry in your 


hearts to him who is the Author and Finiſher of 


faith: and though fome ſhould try to hinder you, 
by perſuading you, that you nced not be concerned, 


that you are certainly good chriſtians, that God 
does not require ſuch things at your hands, &c. 


do as Bartimeus, cry ſo much the more a great deal, 
till Jeſus ſtands ſtill, and ſays to you, What will 
you that I ſhould do unto you?“ But above all do 
not let unbelief be cheriſhed or encouraged, that 
is the worſt ſin of all. It is a mercy and a bleſ- 
ſing, when a ſoul can believe who Jeſus is, namely, 
the 1 and a Saviour. Do you believe this? then 
ſay, © Lord Jeſus, if thou wilt, thou canſt make 
4 me 


* * 
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me clean; * thou haſt power to quicken and give 
eternal life to whom thou wilt; thou art the Lord 


of heaven and earth; al! ſouls are in thy hands; 
and nothing is too bard for thy right hand to bring 


do paſs : ſay to my heart and eyes, Ephphatha, be 
opened, and grant me a confidence towards thee, 
what thou art pleaſed to call, truſting and believing _ 
in thee: increaſe my faith, and let me ſee the 
Pon of God; let thy Spirit ery in wy heart, Abba 


"ather ! 
There are many who will not believe that 


faith is now the ſame as formerly, or that thereby _ 
we can know the Lord, or be perſuaded he loves 
us, or feel our fins forgiven : and, for my part, 
1 do not know what ſuch people pretend to believe 
more than the devils. Believe what they will 


beſide, it brings no true happineſs to the heart, 


and is no more than confeſſing, how good our Sa- 


viour was to the primitive chriſtians, what won- 


ders he did in our Father's days, and how the 
ſaints found mercy, but now it is as if all was 
ceaſed; and the God, whoſe name is the Un- 


changeable, is altered, and his faith no more of 


effect. How can ſuch an one pet forgiveneſs, 
when be does not believe it is to be gotten ? Or, 
how can he believe to ſalvation, who does not ex- 


pect to be ſaved here, or be aſſured of going to 


| heaven through faith, when he denies there is 
any ſuch thing in the world? He cannot have it; 


he cannot enter into the reſt, becauſe of unbelief, 
Our Saviour's word and promiſes are rejected by 
fuch an one, and God ſhall reject him, becauſe he 


has not believed the only begotten Son of God. 


This was that fin which ruined fo many in Iſrael in 

the time of Moſes: They were deſtroyed of the 

deſtroyer ; they were lain with ſerpents mw pe- 
ed, ; 
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riſhed, in one day, 230003 and wherefore ? Be- 
_ cauſe they erred in their hearts, and believed not, 
* ſo God ſwore in his wrath they ſhall not enter 
into my reſt,” This hindered our Saviour to do 


many mighty works in Nazareth, becauſe of their 
unbeliet. And this was his reſolution when he 
bleſſod his diſciples, and was taken up from them 


upon Mount Olivet, “ He that believeth, and is 
baptized ſhajlibe ſaved, but he that believes not ſhall 


be damned,” Mark xvi. 16. 0 on the other hand, 
"4 things are pothble. to him that believsth. 9 


' Only believe, fays our Saviour, and thou ſhalt ſee 


the glory of God: „ Believe on me, and thou ſhalt 


ſee greater things than th ſe.“ It is hence, that our 
Saviour ſo often aſked fuch as came to him, “ Be- 
lieveſt thou that I can do this?“ And always tells 


ſuch as he had healed, or pardoned, „hy faith 


| hath ſaved thee ; thy faith hath made thee whole: 
be it unto thee according to thy faith,” And it is 
on this account that the apoltles have ſpoken ſuch 
excellent things of faith; how through it the Fa- 


thers knew they were right eous, walked with God, 


had the teftimony that they pleaſed him, wrought | 
their righteouſneſs, were bleſſed and juſtified, and 
had peace with God ; and eſpecially in the rith 


chapter of the Hebrews, after the ſcripture had ob- 
ſerved how all the prophets and noble champions of 


God, who ſaw afar off the promiſes, and believed 


and I 875 faith, it is faid ; “ Wherefore, God was 


not aſhamed to be called their God, but prepared 


for them a city,” And in all St. Paul's epiſtles, 


but eſpecially to the Romans, Galatians, and Ephe 
ſians, he ſets forth, that we are juſtified and made 


righteous only by faith in Chriſt; that our faith, as 
Abraham's, is 1mp..ced to us for righteouſneſs; ; and 
that it is not our good 100 ſtrict lite, or ob- 
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and we know it, and ſtand before God therein 
perfect and juſt; and this, and this only is our 
wedding-garment, our white robe, our clean 
Jinen : But before men, faith alone do not juſtify, 
for there our good works muſt ſhine, that they 
may ſee them, and glorify our Father which is in 
heaven, And, as I ſaid before, it is nonſenſe to 
boaſt of faith when one is a flave of fin, a brea- 
ker of the law, a lover of the world, an unclean 
perſon, ſuch know not what faith is; for faith 
purifies the heart; by faith we are ſaved from fin, 
we overcome the world by faith; and this faith is 
not of ourſelves, it is the gift of God: It is not 
natural, it is from above, and is the greateſt bleſ= _ 
ſing a true chriſtian has in the world, for hereby 
he ſees Jeſus ; has peace through the ſhedding of his 
blood; is perſuaded of ſalvation, and feels and 
is confident he has eternal life; ſo that he can ſay. 
to the honour of our only Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ©* 1 
live, and yet not I, but Chriſt lives nme; and the 
life which I now live, I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himſelt for 
me.” And whereas another doubts if Jeius be the 
Lord, he believ+s in him: Another doubts if Jeſus | 
loves him, he believes zt, and rejoices with joy un- 
ſpeakable and fuil of glory: Another doubts if 
faitn alone juſtifies b-tore God, he believes it, 
and is juſtified and ſaved already: Another oubts 
and queſtions, if one who can know Jeſus before 
death, he believes and knows him to be with 
him, and in him, and his body is now his temple. 
Another has ſcruples about his eternal eſtate, he 
believes, 1 am waſhed, I am juſtified, I ſhall be with 
him for ever, I am ſealed to the day of redemp- 
tion; Whether I live, live to the Lord, or whe- 
ther [ die, I die to the Lord; whether I live 4 
we OD 353 5 
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I am the Lord's, In ſhort, as David and St. Paul 
ſay, I have believed, and therefore have I ſpoken ; ſo 
a believer ſpeaks, becauſe he believes, and is not 
afraid: But others, who have not faith, whom 
John calls the fearful and unbelievers, are afraid to 
ſpeak, and continue in doubt and fear; or if they 
are not ſincere, they ſcruple not to brand the true 
faith with all opprobrious names, and call it blaſ- 


phemy, preſumption, and all that is bad: But let 


ſuch know, a time (hall come when they ſhall rue 


ſuch behaviour, and feel the want of the faith 


they have deipiled; for who cin eſcape? who 
enters eternity, or leaves the world chearfully, but 
he who belteveth that Jeſus is his Lord God and 
Saviour, and whoſe blood has waſhed away all his 
fins? You ſee then how neceſſary it is to try your 
own hearts, and examine yourſelves, if you are in 
the faith: Do this, then, in the preſence of that 
Son of Man, whoſe eyes are like a flame of fire, 
and let your hearts he lifted up to him, till you can 
joyfully, and without fear, ſay,, I believe thou art 
my Lord and my God; thou haſt caſt all my fins 


behind thy back; thou haſt loved me and died for 


me: So ſhalt thou go thy way rejbicing, and live 
and die in faith, and be happy and bleſſed here and 
hereafter. Amen. | | 1 


T 3 
An HYMN. 


OW happy 155 who gen depends 
On Chriſt, nor doubting faints ? 
But earneſt for that faith contends 
Delivered to the ſaints. 


2 Whoſe faithful ſpirit feels within, 


His everlaſting love; 
Whom he believes, tho' now unſeen. 
| Unleſs by thoſe above. 


*: No more in darkneſs left to grope, 


By faith enli ghtened now, 
His heart enjoys the living hope, 
And foretaſtes heav'n below, 


E 4 His name he knows is now enroll'd 


Among that choſen train 
Who, highly favour'd, him behold, 
| Who once for them was ſlain, 


5 O Holy Ghoſt, whoſe office tis, 


1 has faith to me impart; 
That earneſt of eternal bliſs, 
That witneſs 1 in my heart, 


C 3 me with that confidence 

In Jeſus, and his death, 

That chearful I may go from hence, 
To th' Author of my faith. 
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